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Steve Goldberger and local musicians have new venue
Mike Balsom
The Local

This Sunday afternoon
the Old Winos play their
first gig in a summer series
that will see that group
and the Niagara Rhythm
Section (NRS) each play at
Camp Cataract in Niagara
Falls once a month.
Though band leader
Steve Goldberger is happy to get back to the stage
with his best friends, he
is also lamenting the end
of an era at the Old Winery Restaurant in Niagara-on-the-Lake.
“It’s
disappointing,”
Goldberg says from his
Old Town studio. “I really feel Rob (Glatt) would
have us back if he could
manage it. He just told me
it doesn’t look like they’ll
be able to do any live music this year.”
Glatt, co-owner with
his wife Monique of the
Old Winery, broke the
news to Goldberger of
their decision last month.
“At the present time it
is impossible,” Glatt confirms. “It may happen
again in the future, but it’s
just not feasible right now.
It’s partly staffing issues,

Local duo Taylor Hulley and Laurel Minnes will appear on stage with Steve Goldberger in Niagara Falls. (Photo supplied)

and partly that it’s tough
to make money with live
entertainment.”
It’s always challeng-

ing to turn a sizable profit with live music, but
Glatt and Goldberger had
worked together since

Feature your business in our
THE NOTLLocal

notllocal.com

3

June 30, 2021

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

United Way Niagara programs are life-changing
When I was eight
years old, my parents split
up. I don’t have many
memories of my dad before then. He was always
either at work or out with
friends. He drank a lot
and I guess my mom finally had enough. I do
remember hearing them
argue at night when they
thought I was asleep. After my dad left, I didn’t
hear from him much
until eventually he stopped
coming around altogether.
My mom picked up
more shifts at work and
wasn’t home much after
that. She started drinking too and once she met
Doug, things happened
fast. We moved in with
him when I was 11 and the
fighting started all over
again. Doug was worse
than I remember my dad
being. He was violent and
by the time I turned 13 he
was hitting me almost daily. I thought anything was
better than being there so
I left. I stayed at friends
houses but that didn’t last
long either. I turned to
alcohol too, to numb the
pain of feeling so alone

and unwanted. I ended
up on the street before my
14th birthday.
I spent 10 years homeless, living in constant
anxiety and fear. I was exposed to the violence of
street life and witnessed
too many horrible things.
There were times I didn’t
think I would make it one
more day. One of the lowest points was when I remember being caught digging through the garbage
outside a coffee shop, just
to find something to eat. It
had been days since I had
any food in my stomach
and I was in so much pain.
Stepping through the
doors of the youth shelter was life-changing. I
was welcomed with open
arms where the staff made
me feel safe for the first
time in my life. In my four
month stay at the emergency shelter, I learned so
many valuable skills. Having a roof over my head
and food in my stomach
was no longer my only
concern.
I took advantage of every program they had and
credit my success to all the

support I received in transitional housing where I
was encouraged to follow
my passion for photography. Today, I am no longer homeless, I am sober,
I have a career I love, an
apartment to call my own
and a healthy vision for
the future.
I learned that the place
I stayed was funded by
United Way Niagara – so
were all the programs I
attended while staying
there. Without this support, I would never have
been able to get off the
street and be as successful
as I am today. It is because
of donors, like you, that
these programs are able to
exist.
Thank you for saving
my life.
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Niagara Motors celebrates 75 years

For 75 years, Niagara Motors has been a driving force
serving transportation needs
for the Niagara Region. Established in 1946 by Frank
Willms, the dealership originally sold Case tractors,
Myer’s farm sprayers, and
Studebaker
automobiles.

Selling over 200 vehicles per
year, General Motors (GM)
quickly took notice and by
1953, Niagara Motors was a
GM branded store.
Owned by the Dick family for the past 60 years, Niagara Motors has sustained
recessions,
restructuring

and rebranding. The success
of Niagara Motors is due
to family patriarch David
G. Dick, known to most as
Dave Sr., who led the dealership for over five decades.
In 1957, Dave Sr. was hard
at work on his 50-acre farm,
planting and harvesting a
variety of tender fruits and
vegetables. Instead of taking
the winter off, preparing for
the next growing season, he
searched for a job to provide additional income for
his growing family. With no
automotive sales experience,
Dave Sr. was not an ideal
candidate, but Frank appreciated his tenacity and gave
him a chance.
Within four years of working at Niagara Motors, Dave
Sr. purchased the dealership
and began expanding the
business with major renovations in 1964, 1977, 2003 and
2014. Niagara Motors has
grown from a small car lot,
with 15 vehicles, to a retail
establishment on three separate sites in Virgil. Today, the
dealership is still a branded
GM store, offering new and
used vehicle sales, a service
department, parts store and
Lord Mayor Betty Disero congratulates Dave Dick Jr. as body shop.
Throughout its history,
Niagara Motors celebrates 75 years in business.

2004 Grand Re Opening. David Dick Sr. cutting the ribbon.

Niagara Motors has always
maintained its small-town,
family-oriented approach.
This is evident in the three
generations of the Dick family who have worked at the
dealership, and Dave Sr.’s daily presence at the store until
his passing in 2015. As he got
older, many will remember
Dave Sr. sitting in his office
by the front door eager to talk
with customers and employees as they walked into the
showroom, signalling them
with a wave. He often had
crates of fresh peaches from
his farm stacked in his office,

and eagerly shared them with
anyone stopping in. While
Dave Sr. is no longer with us,
his family-oriented approach
and the crates of peaches remain a dealership staple.
In honour of 75 years in
business, Niagara Motors
hosted a celebration event on
Saturday, Aug. 28. The celebration included a car show
with classic GM vehicles, car
wash, barbecue and raffle
draw, with prizes donated by
local businesses. The celebration served a joint purpose,
being utilized as a fundraiser for Red Roof Retreat.

We were so humbled by the
incredible support of our
community, and were able to
raise $2,260. Niagara Motors
pledged to match all funds
raised and rounded the donation up to a total of $4,700
for Red Roof Retreat.
Niagara Motors is open
Monday to Thursday 8 a.m.
to 7 p.m., Fridays 8 a.m to 5
p.m. and Saturdays from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. We will continue to be Virgil’s automotive sales and service leaders
and look forward to serving
the community for the next
75 years.

Niagara Motors celebrates 75 years!
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2012 to maintain the popular Friday and Saturday
residency of both collectives at the Niagara Stone
Road venue.
“When COVID hit
we shut down the business,” explains Glatt. “And
then we had to tighten
up to keep it going. We
went through a couple of
rough years. Business is
not bouncing back completely. It’s like starting all
over. We’ve just gone back
to our roots of running a
good restaurant.”
In recent months,
Goldberger has arranged
a few smaller duo gigs
across the region with
guitarists Andrew Aldridge,
Mike
Lynch
and Andy Griffiths, and
booked his larger ensembles, including the Gentle
Spirits and the Niagara
Reefer Band, for some future special performances. But Goldberger and
friends will miss the residency they long held at
the Old Winery.
“We love that place,”
the bassist says. “We feel
comfortable, and they
treated us well. At the
same time, it’s exciting to
try out a new home.”
Goldberger is approaching the six Sunday
afternoon sessions (plus
one Saturday evening album release show) at the
Queen Street, Niagara
Falls venue as a litmus test
of sorts.
“We want to do well,”
he says, “and it’s a bit intimidating. But it all depends on if we get people

out to the shows. I know
musically we are going to
be great, but we’re a bit
worried that people aren’t
going to come.”
It’s suggested to Goldberger that over a period
of almost 20 years of playing in NOTL that he has
to have built up a following that will translate into
bums in the seats at Camp
Cataract.
“Yeah, people have
come from all over to see
us,” he admits, “and many
of them have been from
Niagara Falls. They should
be happy that we’re in
their ‘hood. And I’m hoping that the Sunday afternoon slot works better for
people, rather than having
to come late at night. Especially for our older demographic. And maybe
we’ll attract some of the
younger generation, too.”
Camp Cataract has
become a centrepiece of
a hip Queen Street scene
in the Honeymoon City.
It has a unique, kitschy
atmosphere and features
table tennis, crokinole and
pinball machines for an
authentic retro feel. Recent weeks have seen the
venue hosting comedy
nights, rock and roll swap
meets and a number of
shows featuring local musicians.
With a time slot of 2:30
to 5 p.m., the NRS and
Old Winos incarnations
of Goldberger’s acts, along
with special guests, should
be able to draw a decent
Sunday afternoon crowd.
Some of those special

guests have become familiar with the venue, too.
“That’s one of the
reasons I asked Laurel and
Hulley (local duo Laurel
Minnes and Taylor Hulley) to be our first guests.
They’ve
played
here
many times and they have
their own audience. It will
be a good melding together of two generational
bands.”
The Old Winos will
also play Sunday, July 17
with Australian native and
Hamilton resident Chris
Altmann, a multi-instrumentalist and member
of St. Catharines country
artist Tim Hicks’ band.
They’ll be back on Aug. 7
with multiple Canadian
Country Music Association (CCMA) Guitar Player of the Year award-winner Wendell Ferguson.
“He’s won that award
so many times that they
retired him and put him
in the hall of fame,” laughs
Goldberger. “They got sick
of him winning it every
year, he’s that good. And
he’s so funny. On stage
he’ll have a song list and a
joke list.”
The Niagara Rhythm
Section also has three gigs
coming up at Camp Cataract. June 26 will see them
collaborating with legendary guitarist Paul Martin,
a former member of premier Rolling Stones cover
band the Blushing Brides.
Goldberger is still working
on nailing down a guest
for the July 24 NRS show,
while
Ridgeway-based
blues guitarist, singer and
songwriter Spencer Mackenzie, just 22 years old and
fresh off the release of his
new album Preach to My
Soul, will sit in.
There’s also an Aug. 6
evening performance by
Goldberger’s Gentle Spirits band, to celebrate the
release earlier this year
of their album All Roads
Lead to You. Ticket prices for all seven shows are
$10 each and can be purchased in advance through
eventbrite.ca.
Goldberger is hoping
that all goes well for both
the bands and Camp Cataract’s management this
summer, leading to an
extension of their residency into the winter. But he
still holds out hope for a
return to his NOTL home.
And Glatt doesn’t rule
that return out.
“We’re going to slowly
add more events and opportunities as time goes
on,” Glatt says. “We want
to have live music again,
but it may not be every
week. Steve and I will talk
about it in the future.”

